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The Public Art Committee (PAC) began meeting in August on a monthly and then bi-weekly 
schedule. 
 
The first task was to review all the artwork on view in public spaces on the Medford/Somerville 
campus for the demographic information of both artists and subjects/sitters (when applicable) 
as a way to understand whose history is being portrayed and its impact on our community 
today. Our initial pass confirms our work ahead: of the 200 artworks on view, 64 of which are 
specific to the university’s history, 92% of works that depict figures feature men and 95% of 
those figures are white. Of the artists with work on view, 75% are male and 83% are white. 
While a cursory study, these numbers do reveal a clear lack of diversity in our visual record. 
 
Dividing the campus into zones (fig. 1), the PAC’s first area of focus is Ballou Hall and 
specifically, the Coolidge Room. As the university’s oldest and most ceremonial meeting space 
where trustees, faculty, and the community gather, it symbolizes the values of the institution 
and is often the very first space where new community members are welcomed to the school. 
Until September, that room held 11 portraits of Tufts’ past presidents that filled the room with 
a demographic breakdown of all white male figures. These were taken down to accommodate 
classes that are now held in the space for Covid-related restrictions. Overdue for renovations, 
though, the Coolidge Room is scheduled for an update this summer with the direct task of 
making it a welcoming and inclusive space. At this stage, the PAC formed a subcommittee with 
additional members of staff and faculty to strategize next steps for new artwork for the space 
that will highlight BIPOC figures from Tufts’ history, with a specific focus on students and 
possibly student-related events. 
 
Since the expectation to develop and commission new artwork to memorialize key BIPOC 
figures from Tufts’ past will take some time, the PAC also recognizes a need for more equitable 
representation on campus in the more immediate future. To this end, the PAC is working on a 
phased approach that will include temporary, public projects and more long-term additions to 
the university’s permanent collection of portraiture and artwork. 
 
Concurrently, the PAC is supporting research by the Art Galleries staff and affiliated graduate 
students and faculty on the university’s collection of portraiture that will assess the background 
and histories of each sitter on view and the artists behind each artwork. This research will 
support any necessary relocation or recontextualization of artwork (through extended labels 
and exhibition materials). The Art Galleries are also working with two classes – one in Museum 
Studies and one at SMFA at Tufts – to develop research and recommendations for two spaces 
on campus to offer a teaching moment by opening the auditing process to our students and 
faculty. 
 
Next steps include concrete proposals for Coolidge Room portraiture and intermediate projects 
for the campus at large. The Art Galleries staff, with the PAC, will also work on collecting 



community feedback on current artworks on view to assess the impact of our current campus 
environment. 
 

 
FIG. 1: Zones of the Somerville/Medford Campus for artwork review and research  


